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I commend Balm in Gilead for the leadership it exh ibits in calling us all together for t he National 

Week of Prayer for th e Heali ng of AIDS. It ' s hard to imagine places more in need of healing 

prayer than places touched by the HIV / AI DS pandemic. Its devastat ing force is 

di sproportionately fel t by Afr ican American and Latino communities and especia lly by women 

and gi rl s. The Department of Health and Huma n Services te lls us that AI DS is now the leading 

cause of death f or Black women ages 25 t o 34. Compassion and hope are intertwined as w e 

stand together t o call for healing through educat ion and compassionate care. As people of 

faith, our ca ll is to be a ba lm to t hose in need . This means standing st urdy, strong, hopeful wi t h 

t hose living with t he disease and those caring for fr iends and fam ily w ho are doing so . They 

must not be forgotten. 

The many affil iated congregations and co mm unities of Balm in Gi lead an d all congregations 

around t he nation and the world have an opportunity to un it e their fa ith w ith embodied action 

in providing se rv ices, care, and compassion t o t he ch ildren, women, an d men w ho bravely 

continue the fight against HIV / AIDS. M ay ou r prayers and our action s provide strength for 

t hose struggling, hope and hea ling to those in need, and empowerment to all who work 

tirelessly for the prevent ion an d th e treatment of t he disease. You are t he balm in Gilead and 

your work is never in vain. May the gra ce of God embod ied in £!! our prayers abound. 

Si ncerely, 

~ 
Serene Jones 

President 
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